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A new NHS and some 
important changes to delivery 
of healthcare…In England we 
have a new set of service 
specifications for specialist 
paediatric services and a new 
National Clinical Director for 
Paediatrics and Transition (Dr. 
Jacky Cornish, Bristol). Her 
predecessor Dr. Sheila 
Shribman was a good friend to 
the APA, and we marked her 
last meeting with us with cake! 
We also now have a new 
strategy from the rapidly 
formed “Children and Young 
Peoples outcome forum”, with 
a delayed governmental 
response to their work (see 
“Better Health outcomes for 
Children and Young People” at 
https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/new-
national-pledge-to-improve-
children-s-health-and-reduce-
child-deaths). The APA has 
been involved in a fairly 
limited way to date with the 
output from both of these new 
NHS initiatives, but we 
continue to try and get the 
voice of anaesthesia heard 
consistently. Whilst 
Paediatrics as a whole has 
been earmarked for “strategic” 
networks, does this include 
surgery and anaesthesia?  I 
would say that these may be 
at risk and very much suggest 
you stay on the case, raise the 
profile of your local network 
whenever possible and ask 
questions of the regional 
directors for paediatrics who 
may well henceforth be titled 
“Clinical lead for Strategic 
networks for child health and 
wellbeing”. I may be being a  
little over-optimistic in this but 

feel that service planning in 
both Scotland and Wales to 
date has been more clearly 
conceived around children, 
involving paediatric 
anaesthesia more directly, and 
with positive benefits.

However there is no doubt 
that the new RCPCH 
President (Dr. Hilary Cass) is 
keen to move forward with a 
collaborative approach to child 
health, and I have had several 
meetings with her since her 
appointment last May. I share 
her belief that the paediatric 
workforce needs to be better 
unified, and applaud the work 
of the RCPCH in their recent 
(first) publication of 
compliance with 10 national 
audit standards set out 2 
years ago. In many instances 
these standards are not being 
fully met and they conclude 
that a considerable amount of 
work is needed to improve the 
situation in many units. I 
would commend you to look at 
the document “Back to facing 
the Future”, published on April 
11th by the RCPCH and freely 
available on their website. It 
signals that paediatricians are 
probably spread too thinly, 
and with this the RCPCH will 
commence a much more 

detailed piece of work with the 
Centre for Workforce 
Intelligence to work out some 
solutions…the chances are 
that this will result in more  
closure of inpatient beds for 
paediatrics. 

When I took on this job nearly 
2 years ago one of my key 
objectives was to stimulate 
real discussion on the 
structure and future delivery of 
all surgical services for 
children. This requires a level 
of attention which is generally 
impossible within the domains 
of Paediatrics, Surgery, and 
Anaesthesia alone. We have 
known for many years about 
the crisis in general surgery 
and that this is particularly a 
problem for urgent care. 
Paediatricians agree with us 
that the current model is 
unsustainable and may 
already be leading to delays in 
management of the common 
emergencies. BAPS 
representatives at national 
level have not been consistent 
in their support for change, 
and many now say that it is 
“too late” to support a move 
for general surgeons to 
recommence training in 
paediatrics (this despite the 
2011 standards from the RCS 
for emergency surgery which 
continue to suggest that local 
surgeons should have 
relevant training 2). Therefore 
we are currently at a point of 
no return according to most 
colleagues….
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Dr Kathy Wilkinson President APA
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 It would seem that the case for further regionalisation of services is already made at least as far as 
surgical will is concerned, and the workforce issues I have alluded to in paediatric medicine can only 
serve to make this more likely. Whatever happened to “local wherever possible”?
Would the current paediatric surgical and anaesthetic workforce be able to cope (not to mention the 
associated infrastructure) if all surgical care in children was to be further centralised?

On a happier and more predictable note, the APAGBI celebrates an important 40 year anniversary this 
year, and we hope to welcome many past Presidents and honorary members to Cambridge in June to 
what will be a very special joint meeting with ESPA.  As part of the 3 days we will host a half day of 
history with internationally renowned speakers and a small “museum” of artefacts transported from 
AAGBI headquarters complete with our very own curator. Do come if you can! I really hope to see you 
there…Cambridge in June should be lovely! (so should have been Easter in most parts of the south 
east….)

 

Linkman meeting 2013.
Dr Karen Bartholomew is the linkman co-ordinator . After contacting linkmen through the country, it is 

clear that the Linkman meeting remains popular as a forum.

"The Linkman Meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 18th November, at the AAGBI, 

Portland Place, London, from 10 am - 4.30pm. The day will include a mixture of topical issues, both 

clinical and political. The approximate price is expected to be around £100, and 5 CME points will be 

applied for. Email updates are being sent to linkmen at intervals, and the mailing list continues to be 

refined, so please send your email address if you want to be added." 

Speakers Wanted!
Can you recommend a particularly good local speaker? Do you have
special knowledge of a particular topic that you would be prepared to

speak on? Would you like a greater variety of speakers at regional and
national meetings?

If yes to any of the above, it may interest you that the APA are keen
to develop a database of speakers for regional meetings, and hear what

YOU have to say.

Karen.Bartholomew@cht.nhs.uk
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The congenital cardiac anaesthesia network 
(‘CCAN’) was set up around six years ago to provide 
an informal opportunity for anaesthetists involved in 
this field to keep in touch, to facilitate forum 
discussions of relevant topics by email, to consider 
research collaboration and to provide an opportunity 
for an annual meeting.  Hosting the meeting, 
unsurprisingly, passes from one paediatric cardiac 
centre to another each year, and this year 
Dr Dev Mahtani at the Evelina Children’s 
Hospital organised the meeting held in 
the highly impressive surroundings of the 
County Hall Hotel – the former stomping 
ground of ‘Red’ Ken Livingstone in his 
days as leader of the GLC. The meeting 
was preceded, the night before, by an 
excellent dinner, with Dr Franco 
Moscuzza providing a rousing after 
dinner speech. 
The meeting was well attended, with consultants or 
trainees not only from most of the UK paediatric 
cardiac surgical centres, but also colleagues from 
overseas centres.
The programme for the meeting was varied and 
stimulating. Mr David Anderson from the Evelina 
Children’s Hospital began proceedings by describing 
their ‘hybrid’ approach to the management of 
neonates with higher risk variants of hypoplastic left 
heart syndrome, who may not necessarily be 
suitable for palliation with the Stage I Norwood 
procedure.  This was followed by a fascinating look 
at the long term results for children managed with 
the use of Extra Corporeal Membrane Oxygenation 
at Great Ormond Street Hospital. Dr Akane Iguchi 
and her team had studied more than 18 years data, 
including 741 patients.  
There was a spirited and amusing debate about the 
use of perioperative transoesophageal 
echocardiography – with opposite sides being 
represented by Sally Wilmshurst (paediatric cardiac 

anaesthetist) and John Simpson (paediatric 
cardiologist).  Opinion at the end of the debate 
seemed to be much the same as at the beginning – 
divided.
One of the less enjoyable aspects of paediatric 
cardiac anaesthesia is the management of difficult 
perioperative bleeding.  Dr Angus McEwan gave a 
very comprehensive overview of aspects of bleeding 
after cardiac surgery, with a review of the relevant 

literature and some ideas to contemplate 
such as the importance of the fibrinogen-
platelet product (200 being the magic 
number to aim for).  It was interesting, as 
the discussion of the topic progressed 
after the presentation had finished, how 
different centres have different 
approaches – for example to the use of 
aprotinin, the use of fibrinogen, or the 
use of FFP in the pump prime.
After lunch there was a presentation on 
several aspects of the management of 

the obstetric patient with significant 
congenital heart disease.  Much of the discussion 
was centred on interesting and relevant case 
histories.  The afternoon drew to a close with a 
thought-provoking talk by Dr Shane Tibby on critical 
appraisal of ‘scientific’ literature entitled 
‘Research:How much of what you read should you 
actually believe?’, with a reminder of the requirement 
for a robust and intellectual approach to the 
evaluation of such literature.
Given the relatively small number of paediatric 
anaesthetists with a full-time commitment to 
paediatric cardiac anaesthesia, meetings of 
organisations such as CCAN provide a very 
welcome opportunity to meet with others in the same 
field and broaden and enhance knowledge.  This aim 
was easily achieved with the help of excellent 
organisation, an interesting programme and a warm 
welcome from Dev Mahtani and his colleagues at 
the Evelina.
Tim Murphy, Freeman Hospital, Newcastle upon 
Tyne

The Congenital Cardiac Anaesthesia 
Network

- a report of the recent annual meeting at the Evelina Children’s Hospital

If you have an interest in Paediatric Cardiac Anaesthesia and wish to become a member of this 

network, please contact Dr Tony Moriarty

tony.moriarty@bch.nhs.uk  to be added to the mailing list.

mailto:tony.moriarty@bch.nhs.uk
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Update on Peer Review and Departmental Accreditation

S. Courtman

April 2013

The APA interdepartmental peer review process has now established itself as a robust 
constructive process to help departments raise their standards and provide an opportunity to 
share good practice. Peer review is active in a majority of regional networks and national networks 
and it has been very encouraging to see PAGW (Wales) start co-ordinating and leading their own 
reviews and also SPAN (Scotland) to continue their reviews.

There has been some new developments with regards the recent reviews in England and Wales 
involving  working in partnership with PICS (Paediatric Intensive Care Society). PICS approached 
the APA to discuss the possibility of developing a similar peer review process for hospitals 
stabilising or caring for sick children having recently published standards of care in this area 
(http://www.ukpics.org.uk/documents/PICS_standards.pdf).

We have now piloted the combined APA and PICS peer review process in several centres ranging 
from a large university teaching hospital to a medium sized district general hospital. The review 
visits appear to have been well received and the departments have found the final reports on the 
children's anaesthetic and surgical services and critical care service very useful in implementing 
changes within their organisations.

The RCOA is about to introduce departmental accreditation for all hospitals providing anaesthetic 
services which involves self assessment and a peer review visit (http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/acsa). We 
have been involved in supporting this process by  helping train potential reviewers and sharing 
some of the experience we have gained over the last few years. The accreditation process has 
been piloted in several centres and will be officially launched on June 18th. Following the 
introduction of this accreditation process for general anaesthetic services, the RCOA plan to 
develop accreditation processes for subspecialties such as paediatrics and hence this will require 
us as a specialist society to consider how best we can contribute to this and also how this will 
impact on the current peer review process we provide.
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Advance Notice.

 Elections to APA council

An election will be held for 3 new council 
members in September 2013.

Guidelines

 Does your department have any guidelines 

that you can share ?

 The APA is compiling a list of those in use to 

produce a database of existing guidelines.

If you have please send them to Colin Dryden 

colin.dryden@gmail.com. 

mailto:colin.dryden@gmail.com
mailto:colin.dryden@gmail.com




The 2013 Annual PAGW meeting will take place on the 7-8th 

November at the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells, Powys.  

This will be a joint meeting with the Society of Anaesthetists 

of Wales.  Full details will be posted on the PAGW 

website http://www.pagw.org.uk and on the APA site once 

available.
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